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■
If possible please submit all responses online via our website www.eera.gov.uk or download and submit form by email to planning@eera.gov.uk
■
To enter text on this form click in the grey box and type or print it out and fill it in manually
■
Please use one form per representation (please feel free to photocopy this) 
■
Return this form by 5.00 pm on Wednesday 16th March 2005 

	Comments submitted by/on behalf of:

	Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss etc):
	


	Initials:
	     

	Surname:
	     

	Organisation (if applicable):
	     

	Address:
	     

	     

	     

	Post Code:
	     

	E-mail:                                         
	     

	Tel:    
	     

	Fax:
	     


	Agent Details (if applicable):

	Primary contact (agent/client):
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss etc):
	     

	Initials:
	     

	Surname:
	     

	Organisation:
	     

	Address:
	     

	     

	     

	Post Code:
	     

	E-Mail:
	     

	Tel:
	     

	Fax:
	     


Would you like to be notified of the publication of the Government’s proposed changes and the final East of England Plan?









 FORMCHECKBOX 

Please return this form by 5.00 pm on Wednesday 16th March 2005 to: 
The Panel Secretary, c/o East of England Regional Assembly, Flempton House, Flempton, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 6EG 

On which part of the plan do you wish to make a representation?

NB If you are commenting on more than one element of the plan please use one form per representation e.g. for policy H1 if you are commenting on more than one district’s housing figures this will require more than one form.

	Chapter:
	5 sub-regional and sub-area policies

	Policy:
	Policy ST4: strategic growth locations

	Sub-policy/Paragraph number (if applicable):
	5.136 Future housing growth will be delivered at a number of broad locations (‘strategic growth locations’) identified in this sub-regional strategy, with the remainder to be identified through local development

documents. The strategic growth locations are:
• North Weald – the airfield and surrounding land provides a major strategic opportunity for mixed development on part greenfield/brownfield land. It affords potential for high quality

mixed-use housing/employment development to attract inward investment and an enhanced economic base to stimulate regeneration of Harlow. The strategy makes provision for it to accommodate up to 6,000 new dwellings up to 2021
5.137 Delivery of the strategic growth locations will require significant passenger transport improvements along two axes:

• north-south, linking key centres including Epping, North Weald, Harlow East, Harlow town centre, Harlow Town Station and Stansted Airport
5.138 Major growth at North Weald will require improvements to junction 7 of M11 to facilitate access and improved east-west movement. Development at Harlow East will require major improvements to the transportation infrastructure and public transport provision in Harlow. Transport improvements and the need for new road infrastructure will be examined in studies and be provided through local development documents, and will be informed by a strategic framework to be prepared.


Please select one of the following to describe your representation on the above policy/text:
	Support    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Oppose    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Observation    FORMCHECKBOX 



	Please summarise the reasons for your opinion (this will assist analysis of the representations – the Panel will work with your full representation):

	I object to the proposals on the grounds that it would result in the loss of North Weald Airfield as an aviation and leisure facility and put an unacceptable burden on the local infrastructure and environment. The required houses should be developed over several more suitable smaller sites in the region, which would not result in the loss of such an important much needed facility as North Weald Airfield.


	More detailed comments (continue onto separate sheet if necessary):

	1. The planned development would mean the loss of an important, historic and unique facility for aviation and leisure users in this part of the country.

2. North Weald Airfield has immense historical value, having been established in 1916 to defend London against attack from the air, and served as a front line fighter station during the Battle of Britain and beyond.  The airfield remains largely unchanged since the 1940’s and should serve as a lasting memorial to over 200 people who gave their lives while serving there, along with many thousands of others who made the ultimate sacrifice while serving at other airfields in the South East, which have long since disappeared under housing developments.

3. It would change the character of North Weald Bassett for existing residents beyond recognition.

4. It would place a huge burden on the already stretched local infrastructure, despite some of the additional road and transport links planned.  

5. It would also mean the loss of an important breathing space between the village and the M11.

6. The huge increase in infrastructure required to support the planned housing development would have an immense impact on the local environment.

7. There is no other airfield in the region with such facilities and length of hard runway in the region available to General Aviation users.

8. The development is against the principles of Planning Policy Guidance No 13 (PPG 13), which limits development in and around existing aerodromes, which would be in conflict with existing operations at these airfields.
9. The part of the airfield, which is earmarked for re-development, is Green Belt Land. Plans to re-designate it into Brownfield land is contradictory to recommendations PPG 3 Annex C Para 2. 
10. Apart from its expanded use for many leisure activities, the airfield could also be further developed as an important transport facility for light aviation, both for leisure and business travel by air, if managed and developed for this purpose in the correct manner.  North Weald has been recognised in by Government commissioned reports as being the only airfield in the region suitable to provide much needed capacity in the growing business aviation sector.
11. Light general aviation has been all but squeezed out of the major airports in the region and due to other airfield closures, existing business airports cannot cope with the demand.   North Weald, however has the recognised potential for investment to provide much needed GA and Business Aviation facilities.
12. The major development as envisaged by the plan for North Weald could also take place spread over a number of smaller sites in the region, with less impact on existing communities and without the loss of such a valuable facility.  There is no shortage of low use, idle land available, even if not all of it is in the public domain.  The planners should consider more options making use of such land


	How would you like to see the East of England Plan changed (if applicable)?

	Reduce the numbers of houses to be built, since it exceeds the true requirement and find alternative locations for them which do not destroy existing communities and valuable, irreplaceable commodities such as North Weald Airfield.


Submission of a representation does not guarantee you the right to appear at the Examination in Public (EiP). However, all representations received will be taken into account by the Government when deciding what changes should be made to the draft East of England Plan. The EiP is a public process and in filling out this form your full representation and address details will be made public for its purposes.  Further information about the process after the consultation is provided in the attached letter.
